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Swan-Ganz Catheter
Swan-Ganz Catheter, also known as right heart or pulmonary artery catheter, is a thin tube placed in the heart and the various arteries connecting to the lungs. The catheter is inserted into one of the pulmonary arteries. The main reason for conducting this medical process is mainly to monitor the flow of blood and how the heart functions (Thakkar & Desai, 2018). This process also examines the pressure in and out of the heart. Hence, the Swan-Ganz catheter is used to treat sepsis or heart failure. It is also helpful in monitoring the therapy process and assessing the impacts of drugs. The pulmonary artery catheter makes it possible for the medics to obtain rapid quantification of pressures in the pulmonary artery, right ventricle, right atrium, and the filling pressure, which is known as the “wedge” pressure. Pulmonary wedge pressure is obtained by implanting a Swan-Ganz catheter into a femoral, peripheral, or jugular vein and then moving the catheter into the right vestibule, right ventricle, pulmonary artery, and finally into one of the pulmonary arteries. The catheter has a port that endowed with an an outlet at the further end of the distal balloon. The port is then linked to a pressure transducer. The catheter location can be identified by observing the pressure calibrated from the tip of the catheter. The average pressure is supposed to be between 8 mmHg to 10 mmHg. When the pressure is above 20 mmHg, the patient is likely to be suffering from pulmonary edema. This condition is life-threatening and requires agent attention. 
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